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observed, it made its power felt all over India and endured
for more than a hundred years. Again it was to Balaji
that the complicated Maratha system of collection was
due. To it as much as to their victories in tho field the
Marathas owed the spread of their empire. Everywhere
were scattered their agents, collectors and Kamavisdars,
their Gumastas and Sheristedars, who by constant inter-
ference with the Moghul officials undermined their author-
ity, hampered their finances, fomented their quarrels and
furnished to the Satara government a never-failing excuse
for hostilities. As a child Balaji had married Radhabai
Barve, a lady of extraordinary accomplishments. In an
age when few men were literate, this talented lady could
both read and write. She ruled her household with a rod
of iron. Yet in social matters she was large-minded and
tolerant. At one time it came to light that a certain Brah-
man Sardar owned a slave girl of the Mhar caste. The
stricter citizens would have excommunicated the offender.
But Radhabai induced the king to impose instead of a
sentence of excommunication a trifling penance. Balaji's
eldest son was Visaji, better known as Bajirao, born in
1698. His second son was Antaji, better known as Chimnaji
Appa, born in 1708. Ho left also two daughters. One of
them Anubai married Vyankatrao, the founder of the house
of Ichalkaranji. The other Bblubai, became the bride of
Abaji Joshi of Baramati, the brother of Balaji Naik a
wealthy money-lender and known to fame as Bajirao's most
harassing creditor.

The third great Maratha chief to die was Khanderao
Dabhade. In every campaign, nay in almost every battle
fought by the Marathas since the death of Shivaji, he had
played his part* In his last great fight, that of Balapur,
he was in no way responsible for defeat; and his courage
in the field and his skilful retreat enhanced rather than
lowered his reputation. But oil his return to the Deccan,
he felt himself no longer fit for service and asked for and
obtained leave to retire. He had won wide possessions in